
·Government to back
Louth group in its

action against BNFL
By Lorna Siggins lish a working group to cqnduct a
THE Government is to support "wide trawl" nationally and in-
four Co Louth residents in their ternationally for data and any ad-
legal action against British Nu- ditional evidence to assist the
clear Fuels Ltd over Sellafield ca~e against the Sellafield oper-

ibut only if the residents drop anon.
Itheir decision to sue Ireland and Mr James MacGuill, solicitor
the Attorney General as well. for the four residents, said last

The Minister for the Environ- night the group was pleased the
ment, Mr Howlin, said yesterday Government was doing some-
financial assistance and "other thing. The proviso that Ireland

rt" ld be ui h and the Attorney General be
suppo wou e given to t e dropped as defendants in the case
group, which won a Supreme
Court case last month to sue was. "up for negotiation", he said.
BNFL in the Irish courts. Mr Howlin had not indicated if :

No figure was given for the fi- he would indemnify the group if
nancial assistance, and a spokes- It lost Its action, but such matters
man for the Minister said the would be discussed at a meeting I

approval was in principle. The expected to take place next week.
"other support" could include Ms Constance Short, Ms Mary
scientific investigation, research •• Kavanagh, Mr Mark Deary and
and legal work, the Minister said. Mr Ollan Herr had decided to in-

The Government would, how- elude Ireland and the Attorney I
ever, seek agreement for the re- General in the law suit, claiming

I
moval of the State as the defen- they did not take such action as
dant in the action, he said. was open to them to protect the .

The decision - representing a per~onal rights of the plaintiffs
s,:!rrogate law suit by Ireland ag- against the alleged attack being
amst BNFL after years of deliber- made on them by the company.
ation - was recommended by the The ministerial committee is
ministerial group on Sellafield promoting legislation to allow
and the Irish Sea, which was con- ratification by Ireland of the
vened following the Supreme Ospar Convention and a submis-

I,Court ruling. .L •• ' sion-. to - the Inter-Governmental
( Then ,group;lfi cli'aired u.b~11Mfi Conference proposing. !G. ireyjew,
Howlin, has~al~o~i!.I!(e~..to-est;{h- ,-, and update-the- EuratOm 'treaty:'
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Sta.~emay lakelegal,~~tlon()n
Sellafield .£ollQ~jJlg-jl~gme.ll;~:

. ~." ": .. ".:.. . .. " . _ ". _." . '., ..... ~... ··.1.,_:.~.:..; ... ".. ~;-,.:.~.:;.... ["..~r;~.:;.'-:.:~.._\ . :.~ .:" ."-:.' ~'_." ',.
By Ge[a)din~ Kennedy,··· . .noineans of taking such action in : "srAD was mi~e~~r:Y/,~ ..the. date would 'be set 'for i('in··th'e·.

··~nd.Peter.T~~PJiP.D' : . >"' ~'. ~u~j}ean-r9rulli~ o"er·llie lil~~'::·i~u~.hi'lJuestj'on~ld;b·~o/'··.!~~~il~. 'Supreme Gou:1.:Ms. Kav~n~1iI.t
THE Go\'erii;ii~nt"haS'as[<;ed the ..../lumb.er or·:Y~l'.!!itbe.spokesrJI1+.~ '"sl~~red :at .1ength~11'.!h.e..~ng[!sh .a!l¥d·,that STo\D. wel~med .';tbe ,
. . G . ;;;1"'M' .D' .:.. adcted·,that'.solD~:Prt!grC.SS..w:aB·ex·:r.,-Hlgb Court"where -,1q~·b.e,n~fit~.of, terms. of Mr Jus1,l.ce,.O'Hanlon's·::~fo.e;'s<;:;:li~:~·~x!~mC;-.~~~..:.}~cled:in:Fbe ~~~it·'1ie~.orh~Q·«:,~..::.::rH?R.1.~;;__J:he~~afe~~pf'.i~jll~ft~l.~ .::.·j~~~'~t,l: ip }ha~ ..'~.:in-accepted .
.poss~bl)jty.,,01 :;tli~:,:.:State·'·taJq.tI~r''': . itast m#l~!.,.~e, FIBI!~. Y~'" /an4..JJJ!.~,..lns~n}f~cat!C~~.~f..,d~ . Ula1..aJI~sp!!c;t~ .~r..J.¥~.s~, ~o~~
legal' action -.~amst:;;Biitislf .Nti~ .:,:J:;hlef ~Ip.,~; ~{i:D~rl!10t-.Alic,:",.:t:;Cl1~" ..II;~.to.,~':.}tl:S~j~,~~.~~: .proceed, m .th~. (nsli· ~~-"::' .
clear Fuels Ilmit'CiF{BNFL)';' a; e0n:tplamed :.-".lhat .. h.lS, . special. 'I' .:;~e[J,'Proved .. '. . " ..: '. "~: ' ...":':'.:::I :. . 'The exeeuti ve :'; QUecroi· .. of
spokesman sa.d.las·t'irl"!.C .:.;'"~:;'. .-noiice qp'~*-Q.!l asl9l1g the G~~ ".: ::;; r.fi.~company adc~d Jh~t- ~l'\1I8S . Greenpeace Ireland, 'Ms' Claire

.. . .. ..~ :."17!': ' ;: .....-.! i:' e@fl?:cnt ~prake over ~e hand~mg';'.::.l?le~~~ that ..the. Jud~ l':,!l!n;ed O'G d -Wa1h . 'iI 'fh '.. th
. :r~e· nl:ov~.,~~m:s·.aner'yest~=r~ ;:·.o.f'ttieHl~ Qi)~rt a~t-l0~ a&a.!~t: :':wI~!l-Oqr vle\;\·tb,,:t:Jhe:·plam~s·, ra y . s e,5~ . at It). e

day 5 ruling 1. !~e. H~gf;Court b~. BNFL f-':'Om-the four: Co LOutlu" ~41,npt followed CO'lrt .rules \\iien lIght, of the J ud~e~~ ~d .the Iink
Mr JQ:sh~. 01i~onthat.,.tb~. ·litigants.h8<l.b~n ruled out of:tJ~iu.gi~gthis action'all~n:hafliis . between Sell!l~le'dcaftd nuclear
Stop· ThOlY AIlI~cj:''-'Du~~al*", orderIa the.Dail, '.'- . -r . deeiseon.to :",subshntiallv .redeee. arms. productjon, .. t~ ,.(:Jovem-
(S~A:D) c:oul:l 'prC!c~ed . In .ilS.. BNFLis'qonsid:nng an appeal : .lheit ..J;o5t~"·rerl~ei ihii'fac~; '-;' ment should ct.ang~.:~stance OJ).
aclJOfl.,agalnsIBNfl, I~ .lh.e:lns~.:· 8Uillst M.r Justice "O'Hanlcn's :·:::·:A·~pokes~oman·.:ot::tlit!' pl(lin~··. the.V!" vole .on Easter· .Moo~ay.
coarts. .' "'. '. ;:.__. judgment, the:¢ompany' said. in ~. :tiffs. Ms' Mary' KEv.a:n;t~ •. said' on the Nuclear N(m-Prpli~erllllOn

Though. saecessrve . .govem- StI!\emimt yesterday. BNFL sug- yeste:rday afternoon that .If there Treaty. . .'.
ments bad f(lolnd, that .there ''w~s -. gested that, the' case taken'. by . was an appeal they toped an early See a/rQ fXJ~ 1 . .. - ..... :-.. . ..•.. - . ' ...-- . .... . .- -. .' . . ~ .
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A"-',.-:--'-~...'::-.:- =: .., S 11' f' .... l·:A···· ...z: •• '-, ." ~.J •. !I,..;:';~..i.: ....~:~: .'.. ".ctionvover ",'.e,l:.l a'· l·e~~·:u·:;.;,.·p·rorn.l,:$~I~q.\,·,
. " ,,'. .. . '.. _.;\.':.' '. .::.:.-/r~~.)~<.:.. '.' ':; .;";"\.: " .,:". ':.' ' :':' .:..;:,,:'.: ':':' . .' .". :: ;'/' ..": ~', .' '.: " . ....~i:~1·:rr.{i.~'<::·'>.!.; ~.'..'.. : ..

: ' .'...... <:::" " . r ~Y.·MiVtK BENNJ~SSY,. Political Co()rreswndent .' . .' /. ·'.':f~:.~·':;····.,';::'·.::;·::'.'
THE Gover~ment·.' Is.' th~~ setWi·ei:i· i:s~~·afe. -:._ Wiih k]jgl1~ ra:s"t·g·et:·involved :i~::"'~~S~':Decembe~, ..: _ 'M'/Gilin'~~':said )i was
fiDalising a Plltior drive and a dange[ to~lrela·Dd.. OI.gi:.tby. eriviionm,cntaJ- which nave been··taken: An iRte.-d~par_e:t- ."a separate, but related
'against the.o~a.tioD Qf ~~tiih.I~iI:~rFUels· tsts who~ul"ged': tb.~ iJF individua]st ~!.:(Offl·l tal 'c;o~tttee" Ied;~;~"~)8~~~<:~~~~ftt¥-1~~rn-
the Se~l!dJeld. Ilucl~r. Limited: ...r': ';"""'" ' .Govotrom¢nt "m 'suppc,I:t:' c::Jal'source said, ',.,,:;"..:-t. • j .EOVlronment MiaiSt !r,. ',m~t s ..~~~8:. a. e~. .
pJan~ ~ .'!he COIDlJlg':' -}Ii~bCow:-".;~.uIie. ~[':. ;thej!~e:'~l:f~J'(HilJff,j:lr:. Last nigbt, the.~iiifl!Y -;.. Mr ,~reQdan·,.H~1 J.l. i.·...F~.~. lje.;,~8;I,d~~
Weeks foUoWfug;)'ester:-..:, .1)I~tice·.Ro~~.O~HaDlon., 'OOW',)$'·;~e,·:·:time· ~for' ter.. of State· for.:: the, :along ·with' M['t"c~.c 'AtJ;ij~ert"<G~~'~~"1l
day's :iji.ih,CO~ Vlctor:f>..said that the:fci,u:i:had'a,' ..actien,": deClB.n!(H.reen~· Marine •.....Dem oenitic ~ and fellaw' Mini•.. of pe~o .. ". . es~n, ~ "!l-
lor 'oJf~en~ .. I)f,.,t~e>~;·~·case.'~o- ..~,~;;:w.~.'.:~:,ptNlce's:·8~~.'·.O.:'(;l."adi::::.Left'& ~l':' Eaioop;.:Gil-·:· Sta~:e,M['Emmet~gg. .proVid~,~e-~~~~Il~t~th
operatio~. " .. ,' .; ,:.,.;::·the::·..l;luc:.l~1 .;~mppl;IY.:;"_w.absb.e:':';·:?:;·.:....,:.,. '~N;~-t:mit1,'e, said tbe".~ern. r will:'repar\:' withi&! '~:~' 8. '.~e'Y;J~{~li\~P-J,!Pfr..:k.
" :rh~ ~qrt 'gave .~~ ·;.:·'V~ ..~tely.!'~f.;j:~'i·;~~~v.ef,··t~e:~weP!~~ ment h8s.beeD·~r.~lng~· weeks.: ,'.:";~:".::~e.~~~l~ ,I.e.~'~.j

mlSSlDO .: to f~u[', ~D;;:'.'~"': a~, p.the·' Sup:.~:'.meat:.ir> IlQt'~~ted. ~~.. o~ '''a blueprint 'f~r:"ac-: .: 'Saying ····that·;~t.~-::'.~n~:a.~t~~ce ~~~ ,~e
Louth pe~e _~O,~f~'l' ~o,,;~ .~urt. .' ....'. ",:' .;; :tak~~vet"!.b.e.case, .'!The . bon-" on ~ellii!ie1d::'~~~,f... day's' court j1i.~~t"·"contr~~~~~.:,,~::,,~an
3~ons. Wbiclt 'spes .,/', .The court rubo,g-was· Stale doeS;Rot rtormally" '.it~came mto·'PGw.er.:ln ~_ will be carefully stilclt.d. •..·plant;",~· .. ~-~,:,~ ..,-,,~-- ·~·eKAMI~R 3,!u31qs·


