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Government to back
Louth group in its
action agamst BNFL

By Lorna Siggins

THE Government is to support
four Co Louth residents in their
legal action against British Nu-
clear Fuels Ltd over Sellafield,

'but only if the residents drop .
their decision to sue Ireland and

the Attorney General as well.
The Minister for the Environ-
ment, Mr Howlin, said yesterday
financial assistance and “other
support” would be given to the
group, which won a Supreme

BNFL in the Irish courts.

No figure was given for the fi-
nancial assistance, and a spokes-
man for the Minister said the
approval was in principle. The
““other support”
scientific investigation, research
and legal work, the Minister said.

The Government would, how-
ever, seek agreement for the re-
moval of the State as the defen-
dant in the action, he said.

The decision — representing a
surrogate law suit by Ireland ag-
ainst BNFL after years of deliber-
ation — was recommended by the
ministerial group on Sellafield
and the Irish Sea, which was con-
vened following the Supreme
. Court ruling. i
. Thea: gmﬂp,ulch‘alred be-

Court case last month to sue -

could include
il « Kavanagh, Mr Mark Deary and

. they did not take such action as |

l1sh a working group to conduct a
“wide trawl” nationally aad in-
ternationally for data and any ad-
ditional evidence to assist the
case against the Sellafield oper-
atlon

- Mr James MacGuill, solicitor
for the four residents, said last
night the group was pleased the
Government was doing some-
thing. The proviso that Ireland
and the Attorney General be |
dropped as defendants in the case
was “up for negotiation™, he said.

Mr Howlin had not indicated if

‘he would indemnify the group if

it lost its action, but such matters
would be discussed at a meeting
expected to take place next week.

Ms Constance Short, Ms Mary

Mr Ollan Herr had decided to in-
clude Ireland and the Attorney
General in the law suit, claiming

was open to them to protect the
personal rights of the plaintiffs
against the alleged attack being
made on them by the company.
The ministerial committee is
promoting legislation to allow
ratification by Ireland of the
Ospar Convention and a submis-

_sion: to -the Inter-Governmental

Conference "proposing to:review:

Howlin. has. ahn\ agreed to egm;h.\ ,1and update-the Euratom ‘treaty::
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1 and Peter Thnmpsou

,THE Govem:uent as- asked 1he
- Attorney - Gencrq! Mr .
: C, to_re-examine $he ) P
- possibility - ol  thiei::State  “taking

- i 3:;03["?5
State may ta

Sellafleld followmg .]'u

: SI‘A. was un ec'essarY

* “issues.in-guestion Hid: heen *con- -
sidered -at length.n‘lh_e ‘English
High Court where the benefits of.

By Gera]dme Kennedy

Gieeson SC

legal action’ ggain
clear Fugls f?mat.d g
spokesman sa d.last! mgh

The' move zomies- after yester:
day’s ruling ia the" High ‘Court by

ritish: - Nus
{BNFL), -

Bt

Mr Justice ©°Hanlon. that. .the

Stop - Therp :Alltance “Dundalk-

{STAD) could pruceed in 1ls_ .
actios. agamsl BNFL in lhe lnsh

courts.
Though SUCCESSIve - gow cm-

ments had foxnd: that - there was

'no means of lakmg such acmon m

f' *. European feruwis over-the last
- number of years, the spokesman -
- ad ed: .that s oo

Imgants had _been ruled out of
* grder in the Dail. .~ .

against: Mr Justice ‘O'Hanlen’s

judement, the:cormpany said-in 2

statement yesterday, BNFL sug-

“of the High: Cpurt. action against
BNFL fram-the fonr Co Louth..
~brm3|ng thls action * and that his
decis:on. to *'substaatially Teduce:
_lhex_r posts”- reflectei lhlx faot;
‘A spbleswoman -or the plain-
llffs, M5 - Mary Kaanagh, said -

BNEFL is considering an a lppcal 3

had-not followed cairt rules.when

yesterday afternoon that if Ihere
was an appeal they topcd an early

dgmen;t,_

s fh'e:,

ke legal action on

date w.»ould ‘be set for it in the
Supreme Cou-t. .Ms Kavanagh

added that STAD welepmei - the
terms. ol Mr .Iusnce .(’Hanion’s’
1d * - judgment, - in that ity accepted
.- inat-all-aspects of . thie case could |-
-procced in the [nsh cowts” -

“The executive’™ dutctor of

pleased that. the. judg&lagrzed'- Grecnpeaoc Ireland, Ms Claire

- with our view that-the plaintiffs -

O'Grady ‘Walshe, 5aid that in the
light of the judgment and the link

. between Sellafield amd “nuclear

arms_ production, the .Govern-
ment should ckange-its stance on
the UN vote .on Easter Monday.
on'the Nugclear Non-thfcmllon
Treaty.

. See aho page 4 4

gested that the case taken by
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Irish ngh Court to seek -
1) Ltd’sThorp plant at |
Se11aﬂeld Mt Juistice: ?O’Hanlon"ruled m,the ngh Court in/,
Dublin yesterda i

'
T

| victory  ovey Greenpeaoe ‘4tid. Lancashire
: Couqty Council, when'a hxgh court. re;ected

, hold a public inquiry before commxssxonmg ;

Thegroup from' Dundalkvare mg inmase in
BNFL as well as the Jrish State and

" stop-the cordtroversial _;oiaeratlon at 6 locality, 5557
| Ttt‘;gtp—where it nperated. y thermal *
ocessing - plant o
nonhwe icoast o E)

li.mln issae BNFEL as :
to. be et ot of’the br'oceedhf i D
claimed  the action . against’ them - -

should » not g6 ahead ‘here and
allegations that it had not complied 5.
‘with EU directim had been dec:ued Vg

gairist

eggﬂl agam'a:lt1 BNFL.
b rﬂeee Esm € Euyro- -

by mmp 61" Jushoe or'

- o

detail and gave as hi

plaintiffs . dlaimed they-and’ har
mhablta.uts algﬂg the ea:::.t coistthin:-'. mﬂr ah
the, area. t o e 9. Malry ol
' Clﬁﬂbnnn coast wﬁé!ge Sellafiel@wass it gaveias ‘her bpinioh;

located, 'were be.mg suhjected < t0rix recbhreh 8 fié caFried:

it in i:ei;son.

isonoils matenals emanatmg frorn
NFL‘- nuclear &mt. A

a period - :
g;:;aﬂml\)e of Sellnﬂﬂd s

| cammmmziz
31/03/ 95

‘sucl .detnmcntal effactsl |
¢ ‘op’the: hedlth: ‘and: wellbéing ‘of - the'l|

‘"Attorney Generaijin theid efforis i ~*p!ninhffs and?others:living. in the’ {
i ¢ gam SLRD N
‘The claun was, also made agamst

. |decision will be' appealed to- the Supreme

such . invasion:.|

‘ﬂ;"' . Sellafleld plant. -

opinion the: ration wae likely to™
tglfse ;ravu ﬁg-mm detrimcnt to |
‘the’ plmnuffs and others on the éast

: ment to protect. theu' constltuuonal rights

o y
bazwidyus cuissivus S naxions and e hatfa lddelyf ddtion [S¥ " physiral-.
o »: abnormalitics she fou.nd in patients. ||

They cl CR lemontatlon ' :
of the Tho pi‘o ect, ady. tﬂkmg - The-Judge put-a stay on thc order--u- |
place, woul Pl' uce an incalcu]able . for.casts, in the event of an. appeaL.,‘. 4
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[Case against |
' Thorp plant

TN (rtnher 199'3 Hrmsh Nuclear Fuels Trd
-was cleared of legal responsibility for«
{ leukaemia in two children, whose fathers
- worked at the Sellafield nuclear processing
‘ plant in Cumbna, Wales more than 30 years :

.:would have unleashed mﬂhons of pbunds in’

,_.‘.oompensatmn rlaims, f‘ﬂ"ﬂhl‘lE a greater;
;':mpact on th nuclear mdustry than “sny
- 16t |

| a claim that the British government should:

the controvers:al Thbrp reprocessmg plant
i 'f‘“mhna : :
5z The Irish Government expressed dxsap-
| pointment at the otitcome and used it as
Jusuficamm for its own inaction, Proceed- -|;
ings woiild not e taken against Sellafield
and Thorp ol “the: Government had
evidelice they were: it breach of EU law, or
mtemanonal conventions. =

~The" current admimstranon is mow
bemg pressurised into’ légal action, becanse
“the: ‘High Court’ yesterdsy allowad . four |
‘County Louth ‘people to! pursue a case
‘againgt’ the Thorp vlant, It is likely the

Court. . ;

" The Lomh group beheves the Thorp :
proJect is likely to cause serious long-term
harm to people living on’ the east.coast of
Ireland A local doctor is clamnng that a
lngh number of. phymcal abnormahtles in
the -aréa are due-to: the operatmn uf

-The Louth four want the Irish Govern- ]

by bridging a case in the Eu.rupean Court of |,
» Justice.

- The- Government .5ays it has three
Departments workmg on the idea and new
advice is being sought from the Attorney
heneral, though one would have imagined
this shonld have been done already if the |
matter wag a pmonty !

Legal action agamst a ma;or oompany
should not be left to individuals. Even if the

vaemm«:ul vase were to fail, 1t wonld serve
.the purpose of hlghhghtlng internatwnally
the’ threat of Sellaﬁeld and 1ts appalhng
| record.’ ‘
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:THB Goverﬂmeﬂt I8 thutSellaﬂeH 1sunsafe. fl:meted with dehght lastj get “invglved -

| for ‘opponents of . th'
‘operation. - :

¥ Political Correspondent

major dri cases Deoember . o e T M - Gilmo: : ha:::i it v{:(sl
finalising a pajor drive and a danger to:Ireland, 'nigkt by exvironmental-. which have béeni taken . An inter-departwe- “a separate, related
; clear Fuels ists - ! by individuals,” an’ offi- . tal .committee, I h., jasue”from. | the Govern

against the operatiom of surged: ‘the- L

the Sellpfield nuclear. Li Ft:  cial -source -said: %, : . Environment Minist3r, “ment's: ow:}x;stl‘sgsgythe
plant in "the coming- .- ‘Hi - Last night. the.Mmis— 3-- Mr _Breandan n} :,._,.Fg'sﬂy. i -*’fé,-ﬁlzt-r,[r
weeks following yester-:. ter of State for -the along withMr Gilmcre Attorney _Generalys

thorn
3 ‘Gleeson, ; Fwill
Marine, - I}emocratlc “and_ fellow Minister. of Del;'mﬂﬁ:f the Cablnet vnth

Left's Mr: Eamon -Gil-©* State, Mr Emmet Stagg,. PT
more, said the ~Goyern- ;. will repurt w:tlun i AL
ment has been ‘working -© weeks, .

- on *a’ blueprint f]or ac-! 8
. day's court’ J'Ild‘ll | o !
it.came into pom:r “in} - will be carefully stu snldllﬂ Pl‘mt"‘--' '--"

- cork exAnweR 3’/"31‘75

day's High Court vicbory-

gbod case: toargue :
the:: nuclear “oompany.

- The court gave pg
missien - to four -C
Louth people o Tefile
| Sumions, whwh ‘argues

The ‘con “court mlln.g was . Stase-does ot normaily’




